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And Eliſia ſaw it, and he cried, My Father, my | 
Father, the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereofe 


POSE: orations for the great and good | 
have been juſtified by the univerſal praftice 
of the Chriſtian Church in every age and country, 
Certainly then the preſent ſubject, which is to 
commemorate the life and death of the greateſt 
benefaRor to mankind that later ages have knowng 

needs no apology. | 

A Greek Hiſtorian * beautifully 8 that 
Hiſtory is Philoſophy teaching by example. We 
may add, that the hiſtory of an eminent ſervant 
of God is Religion teaching by example. And 
what is an oration for the dead but the hiſtory in 
epitome of the Deceaſed ? And I truſt/the preſeut 
will hold forth to you all a moſt-artimating ex* 
ample, and very powerful motives to follow him 

as he followed Chriſt. | 
The text contains the words of Eliſha, 3 
he ſaw his Maſter and Father aſcending to heaven 
A 2 5 in 
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in a chariot of fire, The e was per- 
fectly natural, if we conſider the grandeur of the 
view, the importance of Eli jan to the Church of 
Cod, and the tender relation in which he ſtood 
to Eliſia. Reſpecting the firſt, I know not but a 
Miniſter of our higher diſpenſation, who has 
borne a full teſtimony to all the great truths of 
the New Teſtament, to myriads perſonally, and 
millions remotely by his ſons in the Goſpel—I 
ſay, I know not but ſuch a one, ſealing theſe 
truths in the ſtruggles of death, and entering into 
glory 1 in the full aſſurance of hope, affords us a 
brighter view of the efficacy of Grace and of the 
power of God, than Elijak himſelf in his chariot 
of fire, And this ſeems agreeable to that word of 
our Lord concerning the venerable ſon of Zacha- 
rias, the ſecond Elijah, Verily, T ſay unto you, 
among them that are born of women, there hath not 
riſen a greater than John the Baptiſt, notwithſtanding 
he that is leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he,” * i 


Nor did Elijah himſelf perhaps ſtand in a more- 


eminent point of view in the Iſrael of God, than 
the great Man whom we are now commemorating. 
But we ſhall not anticipate the Parallel we intend 
to draw between the Prophet and the Chriſtian 
Miniſter. 

And in reſpect to the laſt particular, I will by 
no means allow that the obligations of Eliſta to 
Elijah could excced mine to Mr, Westey, For 
Fourteen years I had the honour of enjoying an 

: intimate 
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intimate acquaintance with him, He drew me 
forth into an extenſive field of action, when con- 
fined within the limits of a little Pariſh ; and je 
ſtrumentally, under the Grace and Providence of 
God, gave me that which I value more than all 
the gold of the Indies, and for which alone I. 
would deſire to be abſent a moment from my 
Lord—my uſefulneſs in the Church of Chriſt. 
n this account I include every thing I have done 

by the Divine aid, not only in Europe, but in 
America and the Iſles of the fea. He admitted 
me to his moſt ſccret councils, and in ſome things 
placed a confidence in me, the recollection of 
which even fills me with ſurpriſe, So that I may 
well cry out with Eliſia (and it was the language 
of my ſoul, when 1 was firſt informed in Vir- 
ginia of my great loſs) «© My Father, my Father, 
the chariot of Tfrael and the horſemen thereof.” 

The words of my text enable usto explain that | 
command of our Lord in its true qualified ſenſe, 
& Call no man your Father upon the earth: for one is 
your Father which is in Heaven,” * Every created 
being even to, the higheſt archangel, ſhould be 
conſidered as the Servant of the Moſt High, and 
at the beſt but as a mere inſtrument of good. Nor 
ſhould any one þe termed, or thought, a Father 
or a Maſter, but in the moſt perfect ſubjection to 
the fatherly authority of God, 

Having thus briefly introduced my ſubjeR, 1 
ſhall enter on the main deſign—the Parallel be- 
tween the great Prophet Elijah, and our honoured, 
venerable deceaſed Friend. +: + -m_ 

Matt. xxiii. 90. A g 
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Let us firſt then take a general view of the 
character of the Prophet ; and ſecondly, conſider 
the particulars, in which the two Characters 
coincide. 

I. Elijah held a cloſe communion with God. 
He lived in alight which far excceded that of his 
dim diſpenſation: and frequently the Lord re- 
vealed himfelf to him in a glorious manner, 

He was ſupported by Providence in a wonder- 
ful way, Ravens are employed to feed him, An 
Angel adminiſters to. him. And a ſeries of 
miracles were wrought, to ſupply the barrel of 
meal and the cruſe of oil, for the daily pre- 
ſervation of himſelf and the benevolent family 
which received him under their roof. 

His entire crucifixion to the world is evidenced 
through the whole of his hiſtory. There is not a 
fingle paſſage that juſtifies the leaſt fuſpicion of 
ſelf-indulgence. 
His boldneſs and fidelity in reproof make a moſt 
ee part of his hiſtory. He was not aſhamed 
to appear before Kings, and tell them their tranſ- 
greſſions; though he had every reaſon to expect 
that they would perſecute him, if poſſible, to the 
death. In nothing did he ſeem to confer with 
fleſh and blood: he only inquired into the will 
of Jehovah, and found it his meat to fulfil 
it, He poſleſled a ſingle eye. He ſerved the 
Lord. | 
- His laboyrs were chiefly confined to the ten re- 
volted tribes : I ſay chiefly, for he wrote one faith- 
ful Letter at leaſt to Jehoram King of 7udah. 

However, 


* 
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flowever, he filled up his province: and when - 
duty called him, travelled, with the miraculous 
aid of the Lord, eyen for- forty days and forty 
Rage inceſfantly. 

Great was the glory conferred upon him: and 
great the power with which he was endowed. 
He ſeemed to command the fire of God.. His 
word made the ſkies like braſs, and the earth like 
iron. His word opened the windows of heaven, 
and repleniſhed the earth with rain, His 
Prayers raiſed the dead to life, Such honour. 
had this great prophet from the Lord of 
Hoſts. | 
His ſituation was of great importance, if we 
conſider him as a center of union to the ſons of 


the prophets. They all acknowledged him as 


their head, and evidently acted under his di- 


rection. 
His ſufferings were great. The perſecutions 


he endured from 7ezebe! and others, the being 
obliged to fly from place to place to cſcape their 


rage, the being bereaved of every worldly com- 
fort, muſt frequently have produced ſuch ex- 
quiſite trials, as would, I doubt not, if they had 
been minutely related by the inſpired writers, 
have clearly evidenced that he ſuffered much ; 
that in his meaſure, like our Saviour, he was a 


man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief. 


II. But let us now take a view of thoſe particu- 
lars in the life of the venerable Deceaſed, which 
correſpond with the life and character of 
Elijah. | * 
| ꝗaa 4 1. IIis 


. 
1. His Communion with God. Very few alive 
have enjoyed more opportunities than I, of ob- 
ſerving his private walk with God. For months 
together we have refided under the ſame roof, 
For weeks 1 have been with him continually for 
twenty two hours or more of the day, The firſt 
Hour of the morning he conſecrated to ſolemn 
prayer and meditation: and indecdall his employ- 
ments were of ſuch a nature, whether he was 
engaged in public or private, in preaching or 
viſiting the ſick, in compoſition or correſpondence, 
as led him immediately to God. His mind ſeemed 
always bent for God, except during the little 
aime he daily allowed for his friends and his meals. 
And then, though the moſt agreeable of come 
Panions, every anecdote he related to illuſtrate 
his ſubject, and indeed the whole of his conver- 
ſation, directly tended to the improvement of 
the mind. But ſometimes on thoſe oceaſions he 
would break forth with ſuch an unftion and ſuch 
A power, as would elevate the minds of the com- 
pany to heayenly things more perhaps than ths 
moſt eloquent ſermons, 

2. The life of Elijal was preſerved by the moſt 
miraculous interferences of the Lord: yet our 
honoured Friend had abundant cauſe of thankful- 
peſs for his repeated preſervation in the ordinary 
ways of Providence, Very often he had falls 
from his horſe, though he never was, I believe, 
materially hurt. And when his kind friends 
forced him, at the age of ſeventy, into a carriage 5 
more than once haye his horſes taken fright, and 
brought 
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brought him into imminent danger. Once I was 


with him in the Iriſh Chanhel, when the packet 


in which we were, . ſtruck againſt a rock about 


forty times in an hour, but was preſerved, as if 


ſome inviſible Being had put his arms around it, 
and ſhoved it off the rock: Often was he on the 
very brink of the grave in conſumptions and 
fevers, and yet was wonderfully given back to 
the prayers of the people. Beſides all the dan - 
gers he was furrounded with from time to time, 
by the perfeeutions he endured in the infancy ot 
that great work of God, of which he was the 
primary inſtrument, 


3. His crucifixion to the world no one can 


doubt that is in the leaſt acquainted with the 


tenor of his life, The employment he delighted 


in above every other, abſtractedly from the con- 
ſideration of the Will of God and the n 
his fellow. creatures, was 8 


Inter ſylvas Academi guærere verum: 


To ſearch the records of antiquity, and con- 


verſe with the mighty dead in the groves and gar- 


dens of Oxford, He had there a handſome ſettle- 


ment as Fellow of a College : and ſuch authority 


as would have enabled him to enjoy his Philoſo- 


phic'pleaſures to their utmoſt extent, His mind 
was exactly formed for the abſtruſeſt ſtudies. But 
he ſacrificed the whole to the Will of God, and 


the inſatiable deſire of Kis ſoul for doing good. 


He accordingly ſailed for the new-formed ſettle- 
As 


ment 
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ment of Cores in hopes of opening a way for 
the converſion of the heathens. 

Thoſe who are acquainted (as I have been) with 
the difference between one of the moſt elegant 
Univerſities in the world, and a country juſt laid 
out for colonization, —between the varieties and 
luxuries of life in the former inſtance, and the 
vaſt ſimplicity of living in the latter: and 
above all, between a converſe with ſome of the 
firſt Literati in the world, and in general' with 
men of very improved underſtandings, on the one 


hand: and only with a few honeſt planters, 


living within a mile or two's diſtance of each 
other, in the midſt of immeaſurable foreſts, on 
the other,. will eſtimate the ſacrifice made by Mr. 
WesLEy in the preſent caſe as not inpankdere 
able. 


And after his return to his native country, 


when he might again have entered on the mode 
of life ſo ſuitable to the natural and improved 
powers of his mind, he (choſe to preach the Goſ- 
pel to the poor, and to deny himſelf all the plea- 
ſures of literary converſe, that he might ſpread 
more extenſively the ſavour of Jeſu's name, and 
communicate more largely, as the inſtrument of 
Grace, the happineſs which is to be found in God 
alone, 

4. His ſelf-denial alſo kept an equal pace with 
all the other fruits of true religion. For three 
years, whilit in Georgia, he lived on nothing 
dut vegetables, milk, and water. And when his 
paring labours indiſpenſably demanded in the 
general 


general more ſubſtantial |. yet fein, when the 


work in which he was engaged, required it, he 


would endure exquiſite hardſhips for want of 


food, even to the ſupporting of himſelf, and his 


companion who. travelled with him, on the very 
berries which grew upon the hedges of the field. 
And his whole life was perfect order and regu- 
larity ; and cannot be deſcribed more completely 
than by a common obſervation of his friends, 
« He moves like a clock.” And this perfect re- 
gularity was, no doubt, under the bleſling of Pro- 
vidence, highly conducive to his health. | 
5. His boldneſs and fidelity in reproof have 
perhaps been equalled but by few. All that at- 


tended his miniſtry, and all that have read his 


writings, well know how he freed himſelf from 
the blood of all men, both rich and poor. No 
one has borne ſo complete a teſtimony againſt the 
great ſin of England—diſlipation and ungodli- 
neſs: no one has borne a more pointed teſtimony 
againſt the great ſin of America—the ſlavery and 


oppreſſion of the negroes, than he. But this 
was not all, His private reproofs were not ex- 
celled perhaps by thoſe which were delivered from 


the pulpit and the preſs. Theſe indeed were 
only known to a very few confidential friends, 


And if the taſk were not invidious and improper, 


and perhaps even à breach of fidelity, I could 


mention ſome of the firſt men in England, as well 


as of the chief members of his ſociety, to whom 


he wrote the moſt faithful letters which fidelity 


itſelf could dictate. 
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6. His fingteneſs of eye throughout the whole, 
made one of the moſt ſhining traits of his life, 
No one could paſs a full judgment on this, but 
thoſe who were his moſt intimate acquaintance ; 
and were enabled to take ſo minute a view of his 
proceedings, as to connect whole ſeries of actions, 
and draw their inferences accordingly. And 
from ſuch a view taken for many years, I can 
without heſitation declare that I never knew one, 
concerning whom I could form any mature judg- 
ment, that ſacrificed eaſe, pleaſure, profit, friends 
to the welfare of the Church of Chriſt, with fo 
much freedom as Mr. WesLey. Nay, theſe ſa- 
crifices were made with ſuch perfect liberty, as 
to be rendered on that very account quite hid 
from the inattentive obſerver: and yet, few, 
if any, could feel more ſenſibly than he ; he was 
Jormed for friendſhip. 

7. His Benevolence was unbounded. Thou- 
lands of the poor will remember him with grate- 
ful acknowledgments, while life continues, All 
that he gained by the extenſive circulation of his 
writings, was laid out in this bleſſed channel. 
Sometimes indeed the Love which believeth and 
hopeth all things, of which he poſſeſſed ſo large 
a ſhare, laid him open to impoſitions; and wif- 
dom then flept at the door of love : and if there 
was any fault in his public character, it was an 
exceſs of mercy. 

8. But how ſhall I deſcribe his labours !' how 
follow him for two generations, for near ſixty 
years, from country to countty, from W | 


wo. „ 
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to kingdom, crying to hundreds of chouftindly 


“Believe on the Lord Fe efus Chriſt, and thou jhalt be _ 


faved! O this was the burden of his diſcourſe, 

Faith in Feſus Chriſt, the faith that works by love, 
while his congregations hung upon his lips, 
and were delighted with the muſic of his 
voice. 

Again, how ſhall I deſcribe the labours of his 
Pen! How follow him through a hundred vo- 
lumes and more, in Divinity, Philofophy, Hif- 
tory, Phyſtc, Grammar—as an Author, Tran- 
flator, Abridger, Compiler! How was it poſſible 
that a man who travelled annually four or five 
thouſand miles; who preached regularly till 


| within a ſhort time of his death, twice or thrice 


in the day; who conſtantly kept up an extenſive 
correſpondence through England, Scotland, Ireland, 
America.How was it poſſible, it may be reaſons 
ably inquired, that a man ſo engaged, ſhould ' 
publiſh fuch an amazing library for the benefit os 
his people—for the benefit of mankind? 1 
anſwer, he huſbanded every moment beyond any 
perſon I ever heard or read of, He gathered up 
all the fragments, and left none, as it were, re- 
maining. Origen, one of the old Fathers of the 
Church, was perhaps the neareſt to him in labours 3 
but if we conſider the vaſt variety of our deceaſed 
friend and father's labours, and the difficulty 
and croſs ↄf continually changing from one to 
another as he was obliged to do, I think we may 
ſafely ſay he far exceeded Origen, Nay, in this 


om of view, L know not but we may challenge 


the 
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the bene factors of mankind in the preſent and paſt 
ages, and ſay, without excepting St. Paul him. 
ſelf, that he was © more abundant in labours than 
they all.“ 

For this end he allowed himſelf but ſix hours 
and a half in his bed for about ſixty years, riſing 
every morning at four o'clock, excepting after a 
watch-night ſpent with his people in ſinging and 


prayer, at which times he lay from midnight till 
ſix in the morning, Indeed, his conſtant early- 


riſing, and his invariable improvement of his 
time whether ſick or well, whether his head ached 
or was at eaſe, might be induced as two of the 
ſtrongeſt inſtances of ſelf-denial that a Chriſtian 
can diſplay, 

How different was this great man from too 
many—lI was almoſt going to ſay, from all his 
cotemporaries—who ſquander away years of their 
lives in minutes, quarter and half-hours, inſtead 
of „paying, as he through Grace was ena- 
bled to do, each moment for the purchaſe of i its 
worth.” 

9. His ſucceſs under the bleſſing of God was 
equal to all the reſt, If he wrought not ſuch 


miracles on inanimate nature as Elijah did by the 
power of the Moſt High, he did by the ſame 


Divine power what was infinitely greater, he 
converted ſouls—he brought immediately and re- 
motely, by himſelf and his ſons in the Goſpel, my- 
riads of immortal ſpirits out of darkneſs into light, 


and from the power of Satan unto God. 


In reſpe& to his perſonal labours, we learn 
„ from 


n 
from his Journals, that when he firſt ſteppe 
forth in the name of the Lord, to ſet his public | 
ſeal to the truth of that fundamental doctrine of 
the Goſpel, Juſtification by faith, people daily. 
fell down as dead under the power of his word, 
through the force of divine conviction. But 
when the Lord had raiſed up a number of helpers 
for him, men after his own heart, men who had 
no other deſire but to ſpend and be ſpent for the 
good of mankind, though ſtill his gift for the 
awakening of ſouls more or leis remained, yet his 
grand Talents appeared to be the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Believers and the government of the 
Church. | | : 
In regard to the firſt I know no one that was 
at all to be compared to him: ſuch an unttion ac- 
companied his word, when he opened the heights, / 
and depths, and lengths, and breadths of the Love 
of Chriſt, as was unknown to all but thoſe who 
poſſeſſed, or panted after, the perfect Love of 
God. Nor could the moſt cruel oppoſition, even 
from profeſſors themſelves, in the leaſt degree re- 
ſtrain him from opening to the faithful all the high 
privileges of the Golpel, all the treaſures of 
Grace. . 
In regard to the latter, his government and 
management of the vaſt connexion under his 
care, was, I think I may ſay, the wonder of the 
world. That a ſingle perſon ſhould raiſe a Society 
of chriſtian profeſſors, amounting at his death to 
at leaſt one hundred and thirty thouſand ! and 
'ſhould preſerve an union among them on the 
ſtricteſt 


66 
Nricteſt principles of chriſtian diſcipline, is, I be- 
lieve, not to be paralleled in the hiſtory of the 
Church. Not that I ſuppoſe all among us to be 
Ifrael that are of Iſrael, or that all of them do ſa 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to our rules of diſcipline as they 
ſhould : but what he did, with the aid of his 
Preachers, in preſerving the union and in en- 


| Forcing the diſcipline of this great Society, is 


aſtoniſhing, and would be hardly credible to 


one that has been entirely unacquainted with 


our Economy, if the whole was minutely re- 
lated. . 

10. In this point of view alſo we may compare 
him to the Prophet Elyah. Elyah was the center 
of union to the Sons of the Prophets, They muſt 
have been numerous, for fifty of them were aſ- 
ſembled-together to behold the departure of Elijah. 
They were perſons particularly confecrated to the 
Lord: and their education was intended to pre- 
pare them for ſuch fervices as the Prophet, under 
whole direction they were, might from time to 
time judge proper for them. They ſeem to have 
been all endued more or leſs with the proper 
Spirit of prophecy :. for the ſons: of the Prophets 
both at Bethel and Jericho, ſaid to Eliſha, © Knoweſt 
thou that the Lord will take away thy * from 
thy head to day?“ 

And our honoured, deceaſed Friend was a cen- 
ter of union to about ſix hundred preachers of the 
Goſpel, that were entirely given up to the work 
of God: 1 perhaps I may ſay, to two or three 

9 | _ thouſand 
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thouſand that were only . 
ſame bleſſed work. 

11. The laſt point, in which 1 ſhall. carry on 
the parallel between the two great men in con- 
ſider ation, is their ſufferings, The great Prophet, 
as intimated above, endured much: and ſo * 
eur venerable Friend. 


When he and his little company at Oxford, de- 


clared themſelves friends of holinefs and of God, 
they immediately -became a term of reproach, 
Nor could this be only a trifling ſuffering to our 
dear Father, — to be treated with deep contempt by 


men whom he had highly reſpected, and with 
whom he had formerly held ſweet converſe, and 


on thoſe ſciences particularly which 0 , En» 


groſſed his attention. 


Again, when he reſided in Georgia, his journeys 
through the Woods, from Savannah to Frederica 


and other places, were attended with great dan» | 
gers and hardſhips; even ſo far as once to 
oblige him to lie in the woods a whole night 


in the winter, when he was almoſt frozen te 
death, 
But when he bens to England, and felt his 


duty call him to preach the pure Goſpel againſt a 


world of oppoſers, here was a trial indeed! Wo 
may ſay of him what was obſerved of Athanafeus 
on another occaſion, Wefley contra mundum, 


Welley againſt the world. He was for ſome time 


all alone, Elevated on tables, chairs, horſeblocks, 


he ſpoke for Jeſus in the fields, the ſtreets, the 
| highwaygp 
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| kighways. The conſequences were what every 
judge of human nature would expect. The 
carxal mind is enmity againſt God,” and his zealous 


miniſters. Showers of ſtones, of rotten eggs, of 


dirt, followed him wherever he went, He was 
' dragged through the mire and through the water. 
And all this did he bear like his great Maſter, 
nue the Lamb of God. 

But all this was little in de to the 


uſage he received from many profeſſors, yea, and 


from ſome (there is reaſon to believe) of the chil- - 


dren of God themſelves,-Becauſe he conſtantly 
held forth the offers of grace to all men, and be- 
cauſe he preſſed believers to look for entire con- 


formity to the nature and entire devotion to the 


Will of God, and aſſured them of the willingneſs 
and readineſs of God, even to circumciſe their 


hearts, that they might love him with all their 


heart : therefore, many of his Calviniſtic brethren, 
and chiefly of thoſe who were indebted under 
grace for all the religion they poſſeſſed to the la- 
bours of that venerable man of God Mr. Whit- 
field, ſaid and wrote all manner of evil againſt 
him : charged him with errors which-were as far 
from his mind as Atheiſm itſelf, and with crimes 
which his holy ſoul abhorred. Their Father in 
the Goſpel, Mr. IWWhitfield, was of a different 
ſpirit : he loved and reverenced our honoured 
Friend to the cloſe of his life, as his laſt will and 
teſtament evidently demonſtrated. Theſe ſuffer- 
ings came near to his ſoul : but even for theſe hs 


* thankful. He has himſelf told me, that he 


received 


a wo 6 MM 


3 | 
received. them from the ſuffering hand of God, 


as a neceſſary balance for the great ſucceſs which 


he and his Preachers were bleſſed with i in the con- 
verſion of ſouls. | 


We muſt not omit to remark, that for ſome 


time before his death, all theſe ſufferings wers 


ended, He lived long enough to convince the 
three kingdoms, that he was a good as well as 
great man, And all his Calviniſtic enemies were 
filenced, particularly by the means of that .holy 
Saint and great polemical Divine, the Rev. 


John Fletcher. In ſhort, the Lord was pleaſed to 


vindicate fully the charafter of his injured ſer- 
vant, and to make his „ innocence,” in reſpe& 


to all the accuſations of his enemies, „ as clear” 


to every candid perſon „ as the noon- day 
light.” 

And now, after all that has been Caid of our 
venerable Father in God, we muſt ſtill acknow- 
ledge he was but a man. He had his defects: and 
thoſe who were beſt acquainted with the earthen 
veſſel, knew them beſt, But O! that Veſſel 
contained moſt precious treaſure; and its great 
| Maſter did delight to make his Spirit of glory 
| ſhine upon it. . 

It remains to ſpeak a little concerning his 
death. In this part of my diſcourſe I am much li- 
mited, as the letters I have received from Europe, 
were written on the very day he died, when 
ſorrow muſt have filled and employed every 
breaſt. 


My 


—— 


6 

Ny much reſpekted Brother Brackenbury write 
thus : : | 
46 T am juſt come from the ſolemn ſcene of our 
honoured Father's exit from the regions of mor- 
tality, I believe it will leave a laſting impreſſion 
on the minds of all that were preſent. The bleſſed 
teſtimonies he gave, while his ſtrength and ſpeech 
remained, of his faith and hope in the Lord Jeſus, 
will, no doubt, be a confirmatory ſeal to thou- 
ſands of the truths he maintained in the long 
courſe of his Miniſtry, O that all his Sons in the 


Goſpel may prepare to meet him, by filling up uſe- 


fully their life's ſhort day as he did. And O that a 
double portion of the Spirit may reſt upon chem 
os Amen,” 

Another, (my dear friend Rogers, our Aſſiſtant- 
Provelicr in London,) writes, „ I have awful 
tidings to communicate awful indeed! This day 
o at half paſt nine in the mornifig our ever dear 
and honoured Father Mr. Ws Lv fledto Paradiſe 
in a moſt glorious and triumphant manner, after a 
fckneſs of five days.“ 

Thus died our dear Elijah, as he lived—a flame 
of fire. 

And now permit me to make a few remarks on 
the whole, and then conclude. | 

1ſt, When we conſider the amazing benefits 
which we and myriads have received by the in- 
ſtrumentality of this mighty man of God, how 
* ſhould be our gratitude to the Lord, that he 


lent 
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tent him to us ſo long: Often has he ſnatched 
our dear friend from the brink of the grave, from 
the very verge of eternal bliſs, and ſent him back 
into this world of trouble and vexation, in anſwer 
to the prayers of the people! For this and all his 
benefits may all that is within us bleſs his holy 
name, 5 ö 

adly. How ſhould we humble ourſelves before 
God at the removal to the Church triumphant of 
one who has been ſo great a Pillar in the Church 
militant below! We deſerved toloſe him. Such 
has been our unfaithfulneſs, that we were by no 
means worthy to have him among us on earth ſo 
long. Indeed we are leſs than the leaſt of all the 
mercies of our God: and far leſs deſerving then 
mult we be, of being bleſſed for fifty years and 
more with ſuch a burning and ſhining light, 

gdly, What a time is this for prayer! The re- 
ligious world ſtands ſtill, as it were, in awful ſuſ- 
penſe. How important to the world is the union 
of ſuch a body of Profeſſors as that, over which 
our honoured Friend preſided—a body of Profeſ- 
ſors, who have ſent Miſſionaries to the Eaſt and 
the Weſt, and the North and the South, to ſpread 
the ſavour of the Goſpel to the farthermoſt ends 
of the earth! What a time for Satan, the Spirit 
of divifion to uſe his utmoſt efforts ! O that our 
' prayers may daily ariſe as clouds of incenſe be- 
fore the Throne, and find acceptance in the ſight 
of God—that all the wiles of Satan at this im- 
| portant criſis may be over-ruled, and the cauſe 
of peace, of union, of love, of. Chriſt * 


1 
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And 0 that, above all, our gracious Interceſſor 1 
may now moſt eminently enforce that prayer be- S 
fore the throne, « I pray that they all may be one, t 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; that 0 
they alſo may be one in us: that the world may E 
, believe that thou haſt ſent me,” * 4 


Athly. Here remains our hope, * our rock, our 

_ Fortreſs, and our deliverer : our God, our ſtrength 
in whom we will truſt : our Buckler, and the 
Horn of our ſalvation, and our high Tower.” 
Jeſus alone 1s the King of his Church. O what 
a comfort! What a ground for faith to exerciſe 
all its powers! And for hope to fix its anchor! 
4 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midſt of the ſea: though the waters 
thereof roar, and be troubled, though the moun- 
tains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. There is a 
river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the \ 
city of God: the holy place of the tabernacles of 5 
the Moſt High, God is in the midſt of her; ſhe 
ſhall not be moved : God ſhall help her, and that 
right early. 

O for more faith in Chriſt, and we Mall ſee 
greater things than ever! The glorious Suexinan 
in which is the reſidue, in which is the ful 
neſs of the Spirit, is ever open of acceſs, Let 
us aſk largely, for he giveth liberally, like a 


_ — ̃ ͤ anry > > — — ——— — — 
— — X » > 2 


Cod! | 
He will then EF. the place even of our 
. 13 honoured 


gifts, the ſpirit that reſted upon his ſervant, among 
the many. And in a little time he will come him- 
ſelf, and make the whole world flame with the 
glory of God! Amen. Even ſo, come, Lord 
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honoured Friend, He will at leaſt divide the 6 
Jeſus,” 


| 1 
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